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"I did not know about your illness, Lady," the nun said.
"It was only yesterday that the Great Lady sent a servant to
the convent and I heard for the first time that you were ill.
And, speaking of the printing of those texts, you don't know
what trouble I had with that wicked old nun Hsiieh. You
remember it was arranged that we should both make terms
with the printer. I got nothing out of it,* but she secretly
persuaded the printer to give her five taels. She did not even
let me see a penny. Lady, when that bad old woman dies, she
will go to the very depths of Hell. She put me in such a state
that I even forgot the Great Lady's birthday, and I did not
come."

"Let her go her evil way," the Lady of the Vas^ said, "but
do not quarrel with her,"

"I had no intention of quarrelling with her," the nun said.

"The Great Lady is annoyed with you," the Lady of the
Vase said. "She says you have never read the scriptures for
her."

"Oh, Buddha!" Nun Wang cried, "I don't profess to be a
saint, but I should not dare to forget m thing like that. I have
been reading them all the time. I only stopped yesterday when
the month was up. I have just seen her and told her about my
troubles. I told her that I had only just heard about your illness,
and I have nothing to offer but this rice, the preserved fruits,
and the biscuits which you will perhaps make into sop. The
Great Lady told Tiny Jade to bring me here to see you."

Tiny Jade opened the boxes. The Lady of the Vase looked
at them and thanked the nun. Then the nun said: "Sister
Welcome Spring, please go and warm two of these biscuits.
I want to see your lady take something to eat."

Welcome Spring took away the things and the Lady of
the Vase ordered tea to be brought for the nun.

"I have had tea in the Great Lady's room," the nun said.
"I only want to see you eat some porridge."

Welcome Spring set the table and brought in four kinds of
tea-cakes for Nun Wang. For the Lady of the Vase she brought
some porridge with a plate of preserved fruits and two steamed
milk biscuits. There were two bowls of porridge and a pair
of small ivory chop-sticks. Welcome Spring and Heart's
Delight held the bowls and assisted the Lady of the Vase. But